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Her Tattoo said ‘Never Give Up...

Shoreham picket continues to draw speakers

Nik Heynen from University
of Georgia’s Geography De-
partment joined Shoreham
picket line on Wed. Dec. 3 to
deliver his analysis of direct
action in opposition to the
extension of Interstate 69 in
Southwest Indiana.

Heynen's talk focused on
the positioning of direct
action politics, a topic with
implications for how our
union thinks about back-to-
work legislation.

ticipation through the state
structure or even to strictly
legal acts of direct action
(i.e, road blockades).
Heynen also spent a good
part of the talk sketching
out the characteristics and
main actors in the move-
ment. The revised title of
his talk read “Her Tattoo
said ‘Never Give Up'and His
was of a Ruler: Dialectically
Utopian Pragmatism and
the Anarchist Production of

Heynen discussed two
organizations active in anti-highway construc-
tion movement: Citizens for Appropriate
Rural Roads (CARR) and Roadblock Earth First.
The highway is opposed by 75-94 per cent
of Indiana citizens and yet, is currently under
construction. In part, this is because the state
is only required to perform consultations (but
not necessarily to seriously incorporate those
ideas into the construction plan).

Heynen argued that CARR, because it was
unable to resolve problems of participation
with the state (and maintained that as a
vehicle for action), tended to limit their pos-
sibilities for organizing as a movement. CARR,
however, played another important role -
having worked since 1994 to lay a foundation
that allowed Roadblock Earth First to come in
and have so much spontaneous success. RBEF!
continues to take a“no compromise” position
(i.e. we will stop I-69 road construction) which
effectively has not limited their action to par-

Nature”

Again, the Shoreham speakers series drew a
large crowd — more than 40 people gathered
and participated in an active Q&A section.
Afterwards, many proceeded to attend the
rally and GMM downtown.

After the talk, Heynen expressed his satisfac-
tion with the experience.”It was inspiring to
participate and show solidarity with this group
of students, your union. | was really impressed
by the organization of the group | saw on
the lines — I hope the university comes to its
senses, soon.”

The next speaker in the Shoreham series
is Neil Smith and Company. Neil Smith, a
prominent geographer and currently a visiting
fellow in Barcelona, will share his experience
and analysis of the student strike in Barcelona.
Scheduled for 1:00 pm on Wed 10 Deg, it will
be immediately followed by a“sing-along”led
by Smith, Deb Cowen (U of T Geography) and
Tricia Wood (York Geography). - V.L.and T.M.
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Picket Pay Information Update

Thank you for your patience as we've evolved
a system for more efficient picket payroll. We
truly want all 1000+ people working the nine
lines to get paid on time and correctly. Ateam
of fifteen people are now working tirelessly to
accomplish this task.

In the interest of consistency:

m All cheques (including back pay) will now be
distributed on the lines on Friday, Monday
and Tuesday. [Big shout out to Nathan!]

B OnWednesday and Thursday, paycheques
can be picked up at strike HQ.

B Cheques will only be distributed to the
individual to whom the cheque is written.
At HQ, you must present a photo ID to pick
up your cheque.

B Alternative Duty cheques remain at strike
HQ. Glendon cheques travel to Glendon
campus on Thursday pm for distribution

first thing on Friday.

We are still working on a system for holiday
pay distribution and will get that informa-
tion to the lines a.s.a.p. Banked holiday hours
should be reported to: holidays3903@gmail.
com, an email that is already being monitored.

Sick pay inquiries should be emailed to
sickpay.3903@gmail.com, and any pay
discrepancies should be e-mailed to
picketpay3903@gmail.com with the
following information: Name, unit, gate,
amount of pay discrepancy and week the
discrepancy occurred. Discrepancy cheques
will be issued as soon as possible. (Both
emails are now being checked daily, so this
is the most efficient way to quickly resolve
discrepancies and sick pay requests.)

In solidarity, yours from the 9th line,

The Picket Pay Task Force.

to cupe3903strikebenefits@gmail.com

STRIKE HARDSHIP FUND UPDATE

In order to receive funds by January 1, 2009, members are required to submit their
strike hardship fund application by December 15, 2008.

Application forms are available on the CUPE 3903 website, at the CUPE 3903 Strike
Headquarters at 635 Petrolia Road (off of Pond Road) and at picket lines. Complete
Applications must be returned by December 15 to Strike Headquarters or emailed
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Allo Guv'nah: Flying Picket at the
Board of Governors’ Meeting

The CUPE 3903 Flying Squad is a direct action
committee set up independently by members
of our local. The Squad, established 10 years
ago, was recently rejuvenated after a short
period of inactivity. The Squad is an association
of union activists who confront the administra-
tion by disrupting their operations — on or off
campus.

The Squad functions on a de-centralized, an-
ti-authoritarian basis and its members work to
eliminate internal hierarchies, such as ableism,
sexism, racism and hetero-sexism. Any 3903
member can become a member of the Squad
by agreeing to our Principles of Unity. One
of our recent actions was an information
gathering confrontation at the meeting of
York’s Board of Governors on December 2nd
attheTD Bank Tower in the heart of corporate
Canada.

York University is a public institution but you
wouldn't know it from the composition of
our Board of Governors. The BoG comprises
30 members and 22 honourary members.
Members include Deborah Hutton, a bigwig at
CanWest, and Robert Lewis, VP Communica-
tions at Rogers. Besides the corporate media
representation, the BoG has David Tsub-

ouchi, former member of the Harris cabinet.
As it turns out, workers in Ontario have the
Conservative Harris government to thank for
this thing known as a forced ratification vote,
where the Employer could introduce a new,
less than adequate deal and offer it directly to
CUPE members.

When the BoG meeting adjourned the
Squad confronted York President Mahmoud
Shoukri and his media relations advisor, Alex
Bilyk. The employer is currently asking us to
tighten our belts but, when asked to give up
his Rolls-Royce and private driver, he stuttered
and struggled to respond. When we pressed
Bilyk about the inflammatory PR, he told us
there was no legal connection between the
University’s public relations spin and the road
rage we experience on the picket lines.

December 15-19th is a week of escalation
for our strike. Come out and join your fellow
workers and allies in sending a message to the
administration and their corporate board that
education is not a business, but a right. The
students and teachers deserve to be treated
with respect. Email activistnotes@gmail.com
if you are interested in becoming active.

All power to the picket lines! -LH.

CHIMNEYSTACK SPEAKERS SERIES

(Located off of Keele Street, north of York Blvd)

Tuesday, Dec.9 at 1:30 pm

Dr. Greg Malszecki (Kinesiology) will talk
about the history of twisted undercurrents in
higher education and why they matter.

The next scheduled GMM will take place on:
Thurs., Dec. 11th, 4 pm: Meron Banquet at
1600 Steeles Ave. W.

We invite members’ contributions to
the bulletin. Please send your stories,
photos and printable artwork to:

bulletin3903@gmail.com
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Alex Grant on Back-to-Work Legislation at UBC

Last week, as CUPE 3903 began to mobilize
against a private members'bill proposing
back-to-work legislation, former CUPE 2278
member Alex Grant spoke to Sentinel picketers
about the time when his union - representing
teaching assistants at the University of British
Columbia — was legislated back to work and
how they foughtiit.

It began with CUPE 3903's strike in 2001. In-
spired by our achievement in tuition indexation,
local 2278 went on strike to fight a 30 percent
tuition hike that amounted to a 16 percent
wage cut forTAs.

They faced Gordon Campbell’s hostile Liberal
government who, Grant said, was “out to de-
stroy organized labour They framed the strike
around the idea of education as a right, and
purchased ads on buses and a billooard in the
main transit hub to spread their message.

Like CUPE 3903 today, local 2278 members
didn't expect to be legislated back to work.“We

Accessing GTA Food Banks

Worried about food? There are some fifty food
banks in the GTA.They can provide a healthy
and nutritious selection (some have vegetar-
ian, Kosher and Hallal groceries). However, you
need to phone first because banks are staffed
mainly by volunteers, with staggered hours.

If you live on campus, call 416.241.1100 or
416.635.7771. Off campus, dial 416.203.0050.
An initial, confidential registration appoint-
ment will be required, where you'll be asked
for: ID (all family members), proof of address,
York pay stub, and rent receipt. Usually you will
receive food immediately after you register!

Visit the Ontario Association of Food Banks’
website at www.oafb.ca -MWh.

were a threat of a good example;’said Grant.
Labour Minister Graham Bruce introduced

the legislation and CUPE 2278 reacted with
strength. They blocked the university’s main
entrance and held a vote to defy the legislation.
The next day, 5,000 people showed up to block
all entrances to the campus.

“We were fighting for democracy, fighting for
the right to bargain collectively; Grant said.

The union got the university to agree to
binding arbitration. It's a move Grant doesn’t
recommend for 3903 but, at the time, being the
first B.C. union to get the Campbell government
to back down was a victory.

CUPE 2278 gotan 11.5 percent wage increase
over three years and successfully defied back-
to-work legislation.

“There were no arrests, no firings, because we
were strong,Grant said, emphasizing that, once
again, people across the country are looking to
CUPE 3903 for inspiration. -N.C.

NW GATE SPEAKERS SERIES

(Located off of Steeles Avenue, north of the
Tait-MacKenzie Fitness Centre)

Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 1:00 pm

Corporate Strategy and Resisting Incorporation
Dr. Anna Zalik, Faculty of Environmental
Studies

Thursday, Dec. 11 at 12:30 pm
Hybridity and Political Strategy

Dr. llan Kapoor, Faculty of Environmental
Studies

Friday, Dec. 12 at 1:00 pm

The Times and Spaces of the Picket Line

Dr. Stefan Kipfer, Faculty of Environmental
Studies

GUPE/\3903

SYI (>



